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CORRESPONDENCE. 





MORAL COURAGE. 

Mr. Editor—I cannot recollect any event of public concern, which has 
occurred withm my remembrance, so gratifying to me as the establishment 
of the Free Press Association, and a periodical paper at New York, for 
the concurrent and beneficent object of emancipating our brethren from 
the oppressive mental bondage of Jewish and Christian Idolatry and delu- 
sion. Iadmire the enterprise not only for its philanthropy, but also for its 
courage and magnanimity, in besieging this strongly fortified foe to human 
happiness, under sucha disparity of forces, except having Truth and 
Reason on your side. 

Some time ago I observed a paragraph in a Christian newspaper, stating 
that i’ was not generally known that a paper was publishing in New York 
with the object of “‘ casting contempt on the Bible and the believers of it.”’ 
I have examined two volumes of your numbers in order to ascertain whe- 
ther the whole of this assertion is founded upon truth. I have found no- 
thing in them to justify the latter part of it. As to the first charge, as the 
Bible undoubtedly contains more barefaced and impious blasphemy and 
falsehood than any other book within my knowledge, I have but one ob- 
jection to casting contempt on it, and that is, that believers, viewing it as 
a holy messenger from God, are apt to be shocked with the least indication 
of ridicule towards a kind of household God which they have been taught 
to adore, by parents, priests, nurses, and neighbours, from infancy. The 
subjects of these illusions, therefore, will regard any attempt to remove 
them, with horror and repugnance, unless accompanied with respectfu! 
delicacy and candour. 

With respect to casting contempt on the believers of the Bible, the declara- 
tions of Mr. Jennings, in his oration, vol. 1. p. 375, of the Correspondent, 
that ‘* we should ever bear in mind that those who avowedly differ from us 
differ honestly,” Scc.; that “ it is the system, not the believers init that we 
wish to see annihilated, &c.” is @ sufficient refutation of the ungenerous 
charge. Selfish Unbelievers have more reason to complain of contempt 
than honest believers. ‘“‘ How contemptible must that man feel,” says Mr. 
Jennings, “who, knowing the danger, {from this ‘ hydra superstition,” wil! 
not raise his voice, exert his influence, nor extend his hand, to avert so 
serious a calamity!” [Thousands, or rather hundreds of thousands are in 
this predicament. | Persecution and bigotry have many other ways of im- 
molating their victims besides racks and flames. Even the illustrious 
Franklin, after having like a man faced the most powerful monarch in the 
world, and nearly disarmed the thunder of its terrors, begged bis fnend 
Stiles to screen his aged head from the malignant shafts of supersation by 
not exposing his doubts as to the divinity of Tesne of Nazareth. Even 
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his illustrious companion in the cause of political freedom, Paine, inteud- 
ed to reserve his attack upon the formidable hydra superstition, as one of 
the last acts of his life. If Jefferson, the illustrious companion of both, in 
the same cause, had published his sentiments on Christianity as explicitly 
as Paine did, it is probable he would have been excluded from the presi- 
dential chair, and denounced as a detestable infidel, instead of a good pa- 
triot. How many are deterred from volunteering in the cause of truth for 
fear of the loss of their popularity, or the frowns of friends and relatives, 
or loss of employment, &c. &c. How far this kind of cowardice is justifia- 
ble is difficult for one to decide for another, or even for himself. It might 
have been justifiable formerly, but perhaps is not at the present period. 
Circumstances are changing, some for the worse and some for the better. 
The managers of the immense engine of Christian domination, are con- 
tinually and cunningly contriving and putting in motion auxiliary machines. 
The sun of knowledge and reason is also rising, and, in my opinion, now 
is the apropriate time for all who have felt its genial light and warmth to 
sally forth boldly and fearlessly, under its glorious banner, and share its 
joyful rays by reflection, with all who do not obstinately shut their eyes and 
ears against them. Delay is dangerous! ! 

For reasons, which I think are sufficient, [ am not yet ready to present 
myself either personally or nominally, but wishing to contribute what 1 
can, consistently with circumstances, towards the progress of your bene- 
ficent undertaking, I send, in company with this, extracts of a letter, which 
I wrote to a valued friend ten years ago, and which you are at liberty to 
publish if you think proper. A VOTARY OF TRUTH. 

Feb. 24th, 1828. 





EXTRACTS OF THE LETTER REFERRED TO BY ‘‘ A VOTORY OF TRUTII.” 

January 25, 1818. 

My dear Friend—I have not forgotten that you several times, and patr- 
ticularly when about to leave me, expressed much solicitude concerning 
my sentiments or religion. Whenever I am addressed on this subject in 
a candid and friendly manner, I feel bound to reply with correspondent sin- 
cerity and ingenuosity. You probably recollect that I assured you unreserv- 
edly of my inability to comprehend the prevailing ecclesiastical dogmas ; 
not only from their physical but moral aspect. You kindly presented me 
with a bible, and enjoined it on me to seek the aid of divine wisdom, that I 
might attain a correct understanding of it—I have done so, and hope not in 
vain. 

It is impossible for me to attach to that being who created and sustains 
the universe, any lesser attributes than those of omnipotence,and the highest 
degree of intelligence and excellence. The collection of tracts and poems, 
composing the bible or book, represents his character, in many instances, 
as possessing very opposite qualities. These books were written in ages 
of general ignorance superstition and barbarism, and they describe the 
Deity as if he were a powerful human monarch, giving himself up to the in- 
fluence of the most savage passions; such as ferocious anger and ven- 
geance, wanton cruelty :—and repentance, which implies the consciousness 
of having committed ERROR. When I contemplate the motives, pas- 
Sions, and actions, imputed to him by many of the Jewish writers in whose 
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recitals we are required to yield implicit confidence, 1 cannot help shudder- 
ing at the blasphemous audacity of which man is capable ; and my heart is 
filled with anguish at beholding,comparatively, the whole human race wan- 
dering in the horrible labyrinths of error and delusion, and excluded from 
the felicity of knowing the will and amiable character of their common Pa- 
rent. I rely on your candor to pardon my freedom, and on your honor 
and fidelity to receive what I say as exclusively between you and myself, 
at least in respect to my name.—Yet will the last throbs of my heart be 
doubly embittered when my body must be resolved into its elementary 
materials, and my soul must return to the divine fountain from which it 
emanated, if I shall have it to recollect that I have neglected, through fear 
of persecution, to develope to my fellow-creatures, at some suitable period, 
the cruel delusion which enslaves their understandings, and devours a 
vast proportion ofthe products of their bodily labor: However extraordi- 
nary,it may appear to you and to my countrymen generally, it is a fact, that 
my solicitude for the mental happiness of my children is so much greater 
than for their prosperity in respect to property, that for a large estate I 
would not consent that their tender minds should be smothered and satu- 
rated with the erroncous and unworthy conceptions of the divine charac- 
ter, which are dispensed on every sabbath in the most of our churches and 
places of supposed divine worship. 

I admire and revere, generally, the precepts and parables of that philan- 
thropic man Jesus Christ, and shall impress them on the minds of my chil- 
dren.—He was inhumanly butchered for his benevolence and courage, in 
endeavoring to eradicate the ancient established errors and vices of his 
countrymen ;—the almost uniform fate of the best patrons of mankind. 
But I can hardly believe my ears, in this apparently enlightened age, when 
J hear it gravely asserted, on testimony which would be insufficient to au- 
thenticate a probable fact, that the great Spirit and Father of immeasurable 
creation, hath found it expedient, after an unknown lapse of centuries, to 
perform a secondary act of creative power, in connexion with a terrestrial 
matertal being—an animal ! !—with the premeditated design that his imme- 
diate and only personal offspring should be barbarously murdered, in order 
to satisfy his reputated blood thirsty vengeance and reseniment against the 
human family, for misconduct, past and future, resulting from propensities 
derived from the reputed weakness of the first female. Who that has not 
had it riveted on his pliant mind previous to the accession of the reasoning 
faculty, can concieve that one man while alive and another after death, hav- 
ing bodies composed of perishable ponderous earthy ingredients, have been 
elevated from this globe, and are still existing, in that state, in heaven! 
The evidence to my senses that these things are not so; and that this 
earth has revolved round the sun more than one hundred thousand times, 
is as clear and irresistible as that the numbers 2 and 2 make 4. A living 
organic devil, a sulphurous flaming Hell, and endless torments after death, 
form essential ingredients inthe narcetic ecclesiastical cup which we are 
required to swallow ;—and Mr. “itis a mammoth”! 

Merciful God! preserve me from such thoughts and actions as may jus- 
tify the imputation of so odious a disposition as is unmeritedly attributed 
tothee. Will the most savage, rerengeful human monarch on the earth 
nflict incessant torture on a vanquished enemy, or on a criminal, incapact- 
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tated to commit turiher offence, for five years only! The Saint Helena. 
to which Napoleon has been banished by his exasperated enemies and con- 
querors, is a paradise compared with a lake of fire and brimstone. Look at 
the forgiving and truly Christian clemency* and magnanimity of Damel the 
African king, who refused to take vengeance on an avowed murderous ene- 


my. ‘The only rational end of punishment is reformation, or prevention of 


crime by its visible example. When it exceeds this, it becomes useless 
cruelty and revenge. Itis the teaching of this zdeal future punishment, 
which blinds men to the inevitable and reasonable punishments allotted to 
the disobedience of the Creator’s laws, which exist, really, in their present 
mode of existence. Under these impressions, how is it possible for me to 
think as my neighbors do? Why should the believers in verbal divine re- 
velation, persecute and scandalize those who cannot, if they desired it. 
believe what directly contradicts their sober conviction? A cause that 
wants reproachful epithets to support it, must be deficient in truth and rea- 
son. Volney has been falsely and infamously represented in aa American 
Almanac as an Atheist. The malignant anathemas continually levelled at 
the names of those philunthropic champions of civil and religious liberty, 
Voltaire and Paine, are a disgrace to human nature. Were I positive that 
the period of my life would extend no farther than two hours, I should feel 
conscious of performing a most indispensable duty to my Creator, and the 
greatest possible service to my fellow-creatures, in devoting the last efforts 
of my voice, to the purpose of warning and imploring them to renounce the 
delusive, fabulous, ridiculous, and imaginary inventions of men, and seek 
the knowledge of God through the channels of his real and visible works, 
and the palpable laws by which they are governed. The firmness of my 
convictions has been already tested by the prospect of immediate death. 

-f cannot agree to the degrading doctrine of kings, aristocrats and 
priests, { that ignorance and the terrors of devils, hell-torments, ghosts, 
witchcraft, prophets, enchantment, magic, and mystery, will make men 
more obedient, better, and happier than knowledge and reason. Neither 
.can I view the triumphs of deception and superstition with an eye of mirth. 
fam more inclined for weep at them than to laugh at them. Nor can! 
behold them with that indifference which some liave expressed, who are 
free from their influence themselves, but think it does little or ne harm to 
others who are ensnared with it. Dr. Franklin informed his reverend 
friend that he did not believe the account of the miraculous origin of Jesus 
Christ, but that he did not think there was any harm in others believing it. 
{ think that truth has an incomparable preference over fiction in all cases, 
even with children. The morbid delirium of fanaticism cannot yield that 


* 'The imaginary God of the Christians cannot be a Christian himself, for Christ teaches 
kindness to eneinics. 

{ It appears that priests sometimes have another object in view, more interesting to them 
than to their hearers. My wife informs me that she lately heard the following conversation 
at the dinner table between two Presbyterian clergymen. One of the reverend gentlemen 
remarked that he did not approve of holding out so much terror as some do, in order to fright- 
en people into religion for fear of hell. ‘ But Mr. , (replied his guest) we cannot preach 





without a hell, for we must have a Tophet or the people would give us no money for preach- 
ing.” : 

{ The power of witches as well as of devils is acknowledged in the Bible: for instanee the 
woman of Endor with a familiar spirit, who is asserted to have called forth out of the earth, 
with her “loud voice” not only a dead man, but also a number of gods. The magicians of 


. 


Egypt are said to have converted sticks into snakes as well as Moses and Aaron. 
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pure unadulterated bliss which springs from the religion of reasou and phic 
losophy. The scheme of deifying Jesus Christ, and representing him as 
the issue of sexual commerce between the monarch of the Universe and a 
woman, may be traced to a superstitious custom,which has prevailed among 
ignorant men from the earliest records of history even to the present time, 
of imputing some supernatural quality to distinguished men, and particu- 
larly the founders of religious sects. Indeed, I cannot discover that Jesus 
Christ himself claimed the distinction of being physically, literally, and ex- 
clusively the “‘ Son of God.” I understand him always to speak 4m this 
point figuratively and spiritually. More than once he explicitly calls bim- 
self the “‘ gon ef man.” When he mentions the Creator under the very ap- 
propriate appellation of Father, he frequently ranks the rest of the human 
family as his brethren, by using the pronoun our, as in the commencement 
of his usual prayer, “‘ Our father,’ &c. And sometimes he even says, 
when addressing his audience, ‘‘ Your Father.” We are all, figuratively 
speaking, the children of God, and those who love and obey him, inherit 
the greatest portion of his benignant spirit and blessings. My conscience 
forbids me from aiding or promoting the circulation of the Bible in its pre- 
sent shape. ‘The legends with which it abounds, bearing the imposing cha- 
racter of the pretended sanction of the Deity, tend to confuse, prostrate, 
and paralyze the understandings of all who want the capacity or courage 
to discriminate between truth and falsehood. The contagious mental fever 
of superstition and fanaticism vitiates and debilitates the mind as thorough- 
ly and more incurably than the small pox does the body. No longer ago 
than yesterday, my sympathy was most grievously wounded, and my regret 
at the prevailing delusion of men more fully confirmed, on hearing a repu- 
table lady, who is a zealous professor of religion and henevolence, affirm 
the certainty with which ‘‘ we know there is a hell,”’ and with apparent ex- 
ultation, dssignate a numerous section* of mankind, as the certain victims 
of its tortures.—And yet I will venture to assert with equal positiveness, 
that the difference between imagination and reality is such, that if the 
identical woman were an eye-witness of the supposed torments of only one 
of the individuals, for only a single week, instead of innumerable millions 
of years, she would cheerfully sacrifice her estate to procure his or her 
release. 


CHURCH BUILDING. 

Mr. Editor—The mania rages so violently for the building of churches, 
that the mind of every person who reflects on the subject, must be struck 
with the real cause of such expensive buildings, and the motives of the 
projectors of these yclept sacred piles. The privileged classes branch 
forth rapidly into scions, and these young shoots want situations. The 
war trade is not so prevalent as it was a few years ago; thus, there are 
hands short of employment that want a pretext for public support ; and as 
the praying trade is now better than the fighting trade, these temples dedi- 
cated to the governor of the universe, are to be erected, that these darlings 
of the system, may receive a stipend without being obliged to labour for 
their daily bread. Useful labour is too degrading for those who have been 
taught that they were born to live by other peoples’ labour. Work they 


* Those who keep slaves 
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must not; work they wili not; but the work of thousands must be carried 
on to keep them from working! Expensive buildings must be erected to 
carry on their delusions, and the pretended holiness of the place keeps the 
minds of the vulgar from a critical and rational examination of the subject. 
The people are informed by their spiritual guides that they must approach 
them with reverence, and enter their sacred places, with awe, as dedicated 
to him who demands such awe and respect from their hands. They are 
evidently made to command and inspire veneration from beholders ; and 
the thing has effected its purpose for centuries. 

If it were, as the priests represent, that the Lord delights to dwell in 
these temples made with human hands, why does he suffer them to crum- 
ble to pieces and decay ? why does he suffer them to be destroyed by the 
hand of time? The thing is altogether a farce ; it is a hocus pocus trick to 
swindle the bulk of mankind of the comforts of this life, with a futile 
promise to reward them in another! Churches are one source of emolu- 
ment to the crafty and designing, at the expense of the thoughtless and 
unwary. ‘They are a mighty engine to play upon the tender feelings and 
passions of the weak-minded portion of the humanrace. If the God of 
nature preferred those buildings to other human structures, he would pre- 
serve them from decay; he would not trust them to the care of men who 
are deputed to superintend them. 

The great temple, the universe, suffers no dilapidation. The blue ethe- 
rial dome, the stupendous canopy of space, require no repairs. The root 
is of a durable structure, and the foundation, with its walls, know no decay. 
The great luminary lights it up by day, and the numerous chandeliers 
that bespangle the dome, are perpetually in their attendance upon the 
night. 

It is preposterous, it is presumptuous, to confine the majesty of the 
universe to a pitiful circumference of space, encompassed by a moulderiug 
pile of materials, composed of brick and morter, made wholy by the hypo- 
critical trick of a fellow who is dressed in a peculiar garb and eassoc ; and 
who, with a bowl of water in his hand, walks round the place, muttering 
a few words, besprinkles the earth, and tells the gaping crowd, that by this 
act he has made the place holy, and fit for the lord to dwell in. These 
theological jugglers intimate that they have a method of enlising the lord 
to be more immmediate in his presence and attendance in these conse- 
crated temples, built by human hands, than he is the great expanse of 
space! They blasphemously arrogate the power of working upon the 
almighty by their actions, and of influencing him by their speeches ! 

Fear is the medium of profit in all religious institutions. That passion 
is played upon by the crafty and designing knaves, as a proper chord to 
strike for lucrative purposes. The only antidote to enthusiasm is reason ; 
and the only safeguard to imposition is the exercise of that faculty. A 
monk, or a priest, is as much startled at it as the Catholics say the Devil 
is at a crucifix. 

While the people will suffer these tricks to be played upon them without 
examination, the delusion will go on, and mankind will continue to be the 
slaves of terror and superstition, to the amusement and profit of those who 
are at the bottom of the secret. Educate man, and his fetters will drop from 
him. These buildings will be converted to laboratories and lecturing rooms 
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on science, morality, and the knowledge of things useful to the human race. 
Then will that slavish fear be banished from the minds of men; that fear 
which reduces them lower than the brutes ; and a priest and a juggler no 
where be found. VERITAS. 





IMPORTANT EXAMINATION. BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 
Continued from page 117. 


Of false Quotations and Predictions in the Gospels.—To encourage thie 
first they had to instruct previous to baptism, it was thought good to quote 
old prophecies, and to make new ones. In the gospels they quoted old 
prophecies at random. Matthew, or he who took the name, says that Jo- 
seph “‘ dwelt in a city called Nazareth ; that it might be fulfilled -which was 
spoken by the prophet, He shall be called a Nazarene.” No prophet had 
made use of these words, Matthew wrote therefore at random. 

Luke dares to say, chap. xxi., ‘‘ And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars ; the sea and the waves roaring. Men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth. For the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 
then shall they seethe Son of Man coming ina cloud with power and 
great glory. Verily, I say unto you, this generation shall not pass away 
till all be fulfilled.” The generation passed away, and if nothing of this 
kind happened, it is not my fault. Paul says nearly as much about it, in 
his Epistle to the Thessalonians ; ‘‘ Then we, which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up with them in the clouds, to mect the Lord in the 
air.” (1 Thess. iv. 17.) 

Let any one here interrogate himself, whether or not he considers it pos- 
sible to carry imposture and the stupidity of fanaticism to a higher pitch ? 
When it was seen that such gross falsehoods had been asserted, the fa- 
thers of the church did not fail to say that Luke and Paul had understood 
by these predictions the destruction of Jerusalem. But, I pray you, what 
has the destruction of Jerusalem to do with Jesus coming in the clouds, in 
great power and majesty ? 

There is, in the Gospel attributed to John, a passage which shews clear- 
iy that this book was not composed bya Jew —_ Jesus said, ‘‘ A new com- 
mandment I give unto vou, that ye love one another.” This command- 
ment, so far from being a new one, is enjoined in a much more forcikle 
manner in Leviticus, ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” ( Levit. 
xix. 18.) In short, whoever will give himself the trouble of reading, with 
attention, the passages where the Old Testament is quoted, will find only a 
manifest abuse of words, and the seal of falsehood almost in every page. 





Of the End of the World, and the New Jerusalem.—Not only have they 
introduced Jesus on the scene predicting the end of the world, even du- 
ring his own life-time, but this was also the fanaticism of all those called 
apostles and disciples. Peter Barjonas says, in the first Epistle attributed 
to him, “ For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are 
dead ; but the end of all things is at hand.” (Peter iv. 6, 7.) In his 2d Epis- 
tle, ‘* We look for new heavens and a new earth.” (2 Peter iii. 13.) The 
first Epistle attributed to John savs, formallv, “‘ Even now are there ma- 
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ny anti-christs, whereby we know that it is the last time.” ( 1 John uid. 
The Epistle put to the account of Thaddeus, surnamed Jude, an- 
nounces the same folly : “* Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of 
his saints, to execute judgment upon all.” (Jude 14. ) 

In short, it was this kind of madness which served as a foundation for 
the other respecting the new Jerusalem which was to descend from heav- 
en. The Apocalypse announced this approaching adventure ; all the 
Christians believed it. New Sibyline verses were written, in which this Je- 
rusalem was predicted ; this new city even made its appearance, and the 
Christians were to dwell in it for a thousand years after the conflagration 
ofthe world. It descended from heaven forty nights successively. Ter- 
tullian saw it himself. The day will come when every honest man will say, 
Is it possible that men have spent their time in refuting this tale of a tub ? 

Behold the opinions that caused half the earth to be ravaged! Behold 
what has given principalities and kingdoms to hypocritical priests, and 
which, in all Catholic countries, still precipitates simpletons into the dun- 
geons of a cloister ? 

It is by means of these spider-webs that they have twisted the cords that 
bind us, and they have found out the secret of transforming them into 
chains of iron! Great God! Is it for such fooleries that urope has 
weltered in blood, and that Charles the I. died on the scaffold! O destiny! 
When a parcel of half Jews wrote their dull impertinences in barns, did 
they perceive that they were preparing thrones for the abominable Pope 
Alexander VIth. and for thie brave villain of a Cromwell? 





Allegorics.—Trosr whom we call fathers of the church, adopted a 
trick singular enough to confirm those who were preparing to be baptised 
in their new belief. In the course of time, they found disciples who rea- 
soned a little, and adopted the plan of teaching them that all the Old Tes- 
tament is only a type of the new. The piece of scarlet cloth which the 
prostitute Rahab hung out at her window to avert the spies of Joshua, sig- 
nifies the blood of Jesus Christ shed for our sins. Sarah, and her servant 
iagar, blear-eyed Leah and beautiful Rachel, are the synagogue and the 
church. Moses lifting up his hands when he gave battle to the Amalekites, 
1s evidently the sign of the cross, for we are exactly in the shape of a cross 
when we stretch out our arms to the right and to the left. Joseph sold by 
his brethren is Jesus Christ. The kisses given on the mouth of the Shu- 
lamite, &c. in Solomon’s Song, are visib ly the marriage of Jesus Christ 
with his church. ‘The bride had then no dowery ; at that time she was not 
wel] established. 

The peop e did not know what to believe ; no dogma was yet precisely 
agreed upon. Jesus had written nothing. What a strange legislator must 
that man have been whose hand did not trace a single line! This made it 
necessary to write ; they then abandon themselves to this good news; to 
these gospels, to these acts of which we have already spoken, and all the 
Old Testament is turned into allegories of the new. It is not surprising 
that Catechumens, fascinated by those who wished to form a party, suffer- 
ed themselves to be seduced by those fancies that are always pleasing to 
the people. This plan contributed more than any thing else to the propa- 
gation of Christianitv, which spread itself secretly from one end of the em- 
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pire to the other, without the magistrates at that time deigning to take any 
notice of it. What a ridiculous and foolish notion to make the history of 
a horde of beggars a type and a prophecy of every thing that should hap- 
pen in the world in all succeeding ages! 

o be continued. 
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New Harmony.—Of all the offensive weapons used by the priesthood, 
calumny is the most effectual. Aware of the public disposition to give cre- 
dence to an evil, rather than a good report, these ministers of a religion 
which, they say, inculcates universal benevolence and good will to man, 
never fuil to resort to the most open and foul mouthed abuse of their oppo- 
nents, when the arguments of the latter prove unanswerable. In no 
instance has this unprincipled and unmanly course been pursued with greater 
pertenacity and malevolence, than in the case of Mr. Robert Owen ; whose 
principles have not only been grossly misrepresented, but every engine 
which falsehood and malice could devise, has been put in operation to blast 
the fair fame of the residents at New Harmony. Although we have more 
than once exposed the baseness of these calumniators, such is their invete- 
racy and deep rooted enmity against the truth, that they continue, even in 
spite of the clearest evidence, | (o reiterate their misrepresentations, under 
the shallow pretence, that all the accounts which have been published in 
any way favorable to Mr. Owen, or his establishment, have been got up by 
the friends of the community system, whose prejudices disqualify them from 
being impartial witnesses. We shall not stop to offer a formal refutation 
of a sophistry, which, if generally advaitted, would deprive the accused, 
in all cases, of the benefit of the evidence of upright and honest men, 
when called on to give their testimony. ‘The objection carries with it its 
own refutation. But, in order to show that ‘the vindication of Mr. Owen, 
and the exposition of the groundless charges preferred against the people 
and institutions of New Harmony, rest on other evidence than that of those 
friendly to the system, we subjoin an extract of a letter, received in this 
city from a gentleman, no way connected with Mr. Owen, and, as we under- 
stand, rather adverse than otherwise to his principles. By this letter it will 
be seen, that the writer visited the settlement in order to satisfy himseif as 
to the truth or falsehood of the reports in circulation, and which had me 
his ear in almost every part of the United States, through which he is now 
travelling for amusement and information. We have no expectation that 
even this piece of evidence will convince the priesthood, or allay their 
rancour ; for itis the characteristic of a priest never to forgive. But we 
are satistied, that due weight will be given to it by every candid and re- 
flecting g mind . 

New Harmony, January 10th, 1828. 

It will surprise you a little to receive a letter from this extraordinary 
place, wherewith you may perhaps be quite unacquainted. In order to 
ease your surprise, I must tell you that on my visit to Europe in the fall of 
1825, I found in a stationery shop in London, a pamphlet for sale, with a 
enrious title. It contained a brief statement of the German Harmony or 
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the Wabash, and its position. Its author was R. Owen, and it cost a shui- 
ling. My absence from the U.S., my occupation and sickness, prevented 
me from knowing any thing of the European philanthropist’s proceedings, 
until last summer in Philadelphia. I heard that Mr. Owen had bought the 
German Harmonites out; assembled a numerous flock on the spot willing 
to form a philanthropic community ; but it was said at the same time, that 
Mr. Owen had failed completely in his undertaking. 

This rumour, Mr. M’Lure’s advertisement in the Philadelphia papers, 
and Mr. Owen’s departure from the U. S., could not fail to make impres- 
sion, even upon the more sober-minded people, and convey the idea ef a 
broken merchant, who, through failure in speculations, gets his estate sold 
and dispersed. Every one imagined New Harmony to be desolated by 
anarchy and confusion, a deserted place, abandoned by its ruined and dis- 
appointed owner. Under such impressions, I travelled to the western 
states, to see the land once held forth, with seeming magnanimity, as an 
asylum for social and generous beings. 

On my way towards the west, I found the name of New Harmony an 
odium in polite society. In Pittsburg, no one would acknowledge to have 
any dealing with, or agency for New Harmony. The New Harmony 
Gazette was like a proscribed pamphlet, no where visible. Guided by the 
map only, I arrived at Mount Vernon the 8th of December, 1827. Even 
Mount Vernon, which owes nearly its existence to New Harmony, seems 
jealous thit any body should frequent this place. I was not a little curious 
to ascertain what might be behind this cloud of mysteries. A few hours 
walk brought me here. 

It is an extensive and very respectable looking village, with about 1500 
acres of the richest soil cleared round about it. A number of large brick 
buildings gives it an air of solidity, not rural-like. All its houses enlivened 
by inhabitants, several new buildings going on, and a steam engine at 
work, prove the slanderers of New Harmony to be invidious impugners. 

I have now been here a month, and found this, in all appearance, as vir- 
tuous a place, if not more so, than any one in the union where I have 
resided for any length of time. No fighting and abusive language, nor any 
degraded females. Here is a public ball every Saturday night, conducted 
soberly, decently, and cheerfully, until 10 o’clock, when every thing is quite. 
The ladies dance, generally speaking, better here than any where else on 
this side of New York. Here is less apish politeness, less starched gen- 
tility, and no religious hypocrisy. Your behaviour gives you admittance 
to any society, without those fashionable passports called letters of intro- 
duction. Bullies and libertines, the stars of the fashionable world, cannot 
cut any figure here. Such fame raises neither fear nor admiration in New 
Harmony. 

Although I cannot but give you this impartial description of N. H. 
Society, I do not wish it should convey the idea that I have found any per- 
fection here. _No—what I have found is the approach to a rational disci- 
pline, becoming the human race. I will therefore advise you, in commercial 
dealings, or money matters, to be on your guard. Itis here like any where 
else—generous feelings must be sought for with Diogenes’ lantern. 

Wherein New Harmony differs from any other town, is, that there are 
none of those establishments, where common sense is proscribed. and 
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iectures on hypocrisy are given under the imposture of sacred authority : 
or where traditionary legends are sold as surety to the dupes of a merce- 
nary fraternity. No broker association, speculating upon your valuables, 
and none of those low resources for insanity, where you may drown your 
stupified and confounded senses in ardent spirits, or sleep the remainder of 
your substance away in the embraces of debauchery. I state this because 
here is no church ; no masonic lodge; no bible society ; no bank; no lot- 
tery-office ; no grog shops ; and no unchaste smuggling alleys for young 
females. 

New Harmony is enemy to nobody; but Messrs. Owen and McLure, 
the owners of the land, will not grant privileges to any impostors, either 
word-coiners or fortune hunters. No wonder then, that the sultry flame of 
calumny should blacken the name of Harmony, while it is powerless to 
consume the town. 





Western Tiller.—It is with great pleasure we have now to state, that a 
gentleman in this city, of established literary talents, has been invited, by 
the “ Cincinnati Society for Mutual Instruction in Natural Science,” to take 
charge of the Western Tiller, and that he intends going westward in a few 
weeks to enter on his editorial labours. As from our own knowledge of 
the principles of this gentleman, we are satisfied the Tiller will be con- 
ducted in such a manner as to render it deserving the patronage of all libe- 
ral men, we shal] continue to receive subscriptions for it, as formerly. 
Terms, $2 per annum, in advance, besides postage. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


_ Divinity.—A cheat, an impostor who forges fables about the gods, and 

then sells them to fools and mad men; one who tells whim-whams about 
Deity, sin, repentance, faith ; making a trade of it for the filthy gain; a 
pedler in old scraps, old inventions, old and execrable fables, and under- 
wits them with some sacred name, as quacks do with their nostrums, to 
make them sell; a by-word, a bondage to the human mind ; a theme of 
strife, of war, of evil thinking and worse acting ; a poison to human enjoy- 
ment, a scourge to earth, and a curse to heaven. 





Music.—The soul of music, ever since the days of Orpheus—glorious 
days of liberty and sweet sounds—has been suffering an increasing degra- 
dation: a republic of music environed Thrace, and shone on the summit of 
Helicon; the gods were equal with men ; Olympus thundered with delight- 
ful bass ; the valleys of Helicon liqufieid with soft treble; gods, men, and 
beasts of the field, stood round and shared in the equal and trembling har- 
mony.—This was the reign of the republic of music : men laughed, and 
were merry—the gods laughed with them ; love was equal ; harmony was 
equal ; music reigned over all. Music was medicine ; it healed the palsy ; 
it touched the soul—not with the gloom of ebony, but with the fire of eter- 
nal day and delight. Men danced; the gods danced; all nature danced, 
and made merry: no tear but of jov, was shed.—Blessed republic ! a curs. 
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ed usurpation has scathed thy fair dominion ; a plague from darkness has 
visited thee : this is no other than a chubby nosed impostor, denominated 
Orithodoz ; having usurped the dead shoes of the god Orpheus, he has set 
up for chief chorister. Ye gods! what a falling off is here, under his vile 
and ignoiminious reign all things have become meretricious. The impostor, 
Orthodox, decrees that the gods are angry with men, and, of course, with 
beasts ; and that nothing can appease that anger but the setting up of dole- 
ful faces, putting on sackcloth, an‘ the making of trisful whining noises, at 
particular times and places: at which, joyful pleasant sounds are a crime, 
which the gods, who dearly love good music, will punish with fire and brim- 
stone. —H ow it happens, that our race have come to believe this falsehood 
and unposition, it is impossible to divine; especially as the whole is no less 
than a money-making scheme. Having believed the fable, the gods are 
daily insulted with screaching, screaming, bawling aloud, with various 
other miserable execrable noises, which Orthodox calls music, but which 
inflict the horrors upon us ; draw our faces into clouds, scowls, and wrinkles ; 
make us gloomy as a monk; avaricious as misers; and hypocritical as 
priests and Pharisees. These unusual and beastly vices bring on disease, 
premature old age, and render the present generation fit inhabitants for caves, 
and fit companions for fools and bigots. Come back, I entreat thee, soul 
of free and heaven-born music, lighten our heels, and enlighten and soften 
our gloomy desolate hearts. Come back immortal divine Orpheus, and take 
from the tyrant, Orthodox, a brutal power, which he employs to degrade 
our race, to make music a vile trade of the church, and to banish health, and 
free and social intercourse and enjoyment. 





The Jesuits in Englandand Ireland.—The fellowing account of the Je- 
suit colleges in Great Britain 1s extracted from a new work just published, 
entitled Ireland in Past Times : 

‘“‘ The order of the Jesuits was expelled from England by proclamation 
of James the First, 1604 ; from Venice in 1606; from Portugal, 1759 ; 
from France, 1764; Spain and Sicily in 1767, and totally abolished by 
Clement the Fonrteenth, 1773. 

‘This commanding order is now revived. A college is erected in the 
very centre of England, and in Ireland the order has attained influence : 
there is a very extensive establishment of them at Castlebrewn, in the 
county of Kildare. In the year 1814, Castlebrown was purchased of Wo- 
gan Brown, Esq. by the Jesuits, fora college, at the sum of 16,000 pounds. 
Only four Jesuits then came from Palermo ; they were Irishmen, educated 
abroad : each had a peculiar department assigned him. Mr. Kenny, the 
principal, subsequently passed over to America, to found an establishment 
there ; he however returned, a Mr. Aylmer being the principal. In 1817 
they had two, hundred pupils only : but where building additions to accom- 
modate five hundred, besides noviciates to increase the order. In the 
short space of time since their purchase they had built nearly a little town, 
at the rear of the college, having their own artizans and tradesmen, all be- 
longing to the order as lay brothers. Many more individuals resorted thi- 
ther from Italy and from Russia, when the Emperor Alexander banished 
them from his empire 
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The strictest silence is observed by the pupils, who appear not to dare to 
speak without permission of their tutors besides the regular pupils there 
are a number of paupers, whom they teach gratuitously. Their refectory 
in the new building is eighty feet in length. The dormitories are admi- 
rably constructed ; one of them contains ore hundred and forty-four beds, 
placed in squares of sixteen in a square, and built up like pews in a church, so 
that no pupil can be overlooked. Six of the tutors watch in turns during the 
night, that not a word may be spoken. The boys hav a separate apartment 
wherein they wash, and in another they dress. In the latter hoxes are ranged 
round, containing brushes, combs, &c. In all the apartments occupied by 
the pupils, there are private closets, from which every thing passing can be 
seen and heard, without the boys being suspecting they are watched. They 
all answer, not to their names but their number, and that is increasing every 
day from the reputation of the college. They know nothing of their own 
clothes, but when new ones are required they find them provided, and no 
inquiry is to be made about them. When the weather 1s unfavourable they 
exercise in the cloisters, which surround three sides of the building. ; 

“The correspondence of this society is extensive, and they have suc- 
ceeded tn having a post-office established at Clare, the nearest village to 
the college. They do not deny being Jesnits, and wear the peculiar habit 
of their order. Their last general was a native of Poland, named Broniski. 
A few years since there was an election for a new one, when a deputation 
from Castlebrown went to Rome to attend. Their general, chosen for life 
by deputies from different societie-, possesses a supreme and independent 
power, extending to every person and every case. By his sole authority 
he nominates or removes every officer of the order: in him is vested the 
sovereign administration of the funds and revenues, which are large; to 
his commands every member is required, not only to yield outward obedi- 
ence, but to resign up his sentiments, will, and inclination :—in fact, mere 
passive instruments to execute his mandates. There is not in the annals 
of mankind such a complete despotism, and that not executed over a con- 
fined body out over men dispersed throughout the whole earth. 

“ Every novice who offers himself as a candidate for entering the order 
is obliged to manifest his conscience to the superior, and is required to 
confess, not only his sins and defects, but to discover the inclinations, pas- 
sions, and bias of his soul, and this must be renewed every six months. 
Not satisfied by thus penetrating into the recesses of the heart, each mem- 
ber is directed to observe vigilantly the words and actions of the novices ; 
they are constituted spies upon their conduct, and are beund to disclose 
every thing of importance concerning them to the superior, and these re- 
ports are faithfully and regularly transmitted to the general, with the most 
minute details respecting the character of each person, his abilities natural 
and acquired, his temper, experience in affairs, and the particular depart- 
ment for which he is calculated. These reports, cigested and arranged, 
are registered, that the general may at one comprehensive view survey the 
state of the society in every corner of the earth, and be able to choose the 
instruments which his absolute power can employ in any service for which 
he sees meet to destine them. It is obvious that this system of profound 
and artlul policy must effect a mighty change in the opinions of those sub- 
mitted to its astion. 
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‘¢ This order have an establishment also at Hardwicke Place, Dublin, 
and the members frequently preach charity sermons in the several papal | 
chapels in the metropolis. There is a branch society connected with them 
in another part of Kildare to that we have mentioned. They are very re- 
served in replying to any questions or inquiries respecting their society, 
pretending not to hear, else evade : on a visiter inquiring at Castlebrown 
if they were aided by private subscriptions, the reply of the wember ad- 
dressed was—‘ That door, sir, leads to such an apartment.” 

‘‘ Their influence is very great: since they settled in the county all 
Roman Catholic servants are forbidden to attend domestic prayer in the 
protestant families where they live; and very few are suffered to peruee 


any books.” 





Arguments proving that the Christian Religion ruins all those States 
where it is the Established Religion. 
Abridged from a work translated from the French, and first published in 1698. 

It is intended by the following 18 arguments to prove, that Christianity 
causes an annual loss of above 200,000,000 of livres (8,333,333/. 6s. Sd.) 
to France alone, and an epually large sum to other States in proportion.* 

ArticLe I.—Cheats of the Clergy. 

Thirty years ago (1668) this article alone amounted to upwards of 
£3,000,000 sterling, the items of which are as follows : 

1. Masses—These are said both for the dead and for the living. For 
the dead, to deliver their aouls, not from Hell, but from a place which they 
call Purgatory. They are also said for the living, to expiate their souls 
from sins daily committed. In these the sinners themselves assist, but 
still they pay largely for them. This is the clergy’s greatest traffic, and it 
contributes much to retain the several European Monarchs under the Pa- 
pal yoke, by means of the multitudes of priests and monks which are har- 
boured in their several kingdoms. These are so many armies, who support 
the Pope’s authority over the souls, bodies, and property of both Kings and 
people. There are churches where above 50 or 100 such masses are said 
every day upon a great number of altars, which raises subsistence for a 
great number of priests and monks, and did formerly maintain a greater 
number. 

It is here proper to be observed, that, to the end they may entertain the 
greater number of them, at the same time they recommend the mass as 
the principal part of divine worskip, and to oblige the people to frequent 
the masses every day, the priests are strictly forbidden to say above two 
per diem, except in some privileged places, as in Picardy and Arras, be- 
cause the parishes there are poor and small ; which makes it plain that 
they have no essential reason why a priest may not say divers masses in 
one day, but that the Court of Rome was resolved to maintain as many 
of her pensioners, or life-guard men, at the charge of others, as she could. 
The Parlament of Paris hath regulated their pay at twelve-pence per 
mass ; and in divers provinces they have not above five-pence or six-pence 


* The reader may bear in mind, that this sum was applicable to the state of France upwards 
of 100 years before the Revolution, consequently, the abuses here stated must have been 
greatly aggravated many vears previous to that event. 
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a-piece ; which is as good at least, as the pay of horse and foot, though 
they be more useful, and their calling more dangerous. 

Abundance of masses are said for the cure of diseases, both in men and 
women, children, beasts, and birds, as hogs, dogs, geese, &c. ; as also for 
a happy journey, safe return of a ship, a happy marriage; as also for mere 
trifles, as for the finding again of a lost ring, fork, spoon, &c. : nay, even 
for success in an assassination, or plot against a Prince or Minister; also 
for success in murders, robberies, &c. 

In order to increase their revenue derived from the saying of masses, 
the priests have itroduced a custom of playing at dice and cards for mass- 
es and prayers, that is, he who loses, pays the priest, who does really, 
next morning, (as he pretends) sacrifice Jesus Christ for the expiation of 
the sinner’s crimes, how heinous soever they may be. In the time of Pope 
Leo X. the preachers of indulgences played for the pardon of the sins of 
towns and cities in Germany. They also get money by these masses 
another way ; which is, that those who assist at them do many times put 
money into the box, which all falls to the share of the priests. 

Sometimes it happens that a dying person orders 100, 1,000, 6,000, nay, 
10,000, to be said for the repose of his soul after his death, for which his 
heirs pay through the nose. There are very few Roman Catholics who 
are not guilty of this weakness at their death: but if some of those who un- 
derstand better, despise these fooleries, their friends who are not so well- 
informed, are sure to have masses said for them, and pay the priests for 
their pains: nay, the very poorest of them always take care to have some 
masses said. 

Besides this, there is every year an anniversary, as they call it for most 
people who have left any estate behind them, or whose friends are well to 
pass: thatis to say, a mass sung for the soul of the deseased, by a great 
number of priests, sometimes 50 or 100 together; who must all of them 
he splendidly treated afterwards, where they usually fuddle themselves, and 
each of them must have a piece of money besides. 

Itis, then, upon the account of the great profit which the mass brings 
to the clergy, that they have made it one of the most essential parts of their 
worship. 

2. Fraternities. —The invention of their fraternities, or brotherhood, is 
another grand method by which they pillage the people, whom they per- 
suade that whoever enters into the order shall have a share in the merits of 
the same ; nor do they admit them without a considerable present at first, 
which they oblige them to repeat from time to time. Sometimes there are 
people of quality, of both sexes,--nay, even generals of armies, who be- 
come so weak, as to desire to die in the habit of these rascally monks, who 
impose upon them so far as to make them believe that they cannot fail of 
being saved, and of going directly to l’aradise, without touching at purga- 
tory, provided they die in the habit of their order. Many considerable 
persons in the courts of justice, and abundance of others, are guilty of this 
weakness, as well as silly women: whence it comes to pass that they serve 
the order into which they have entered with all their might; and it may be 
justly said, that they divide the kingdom into divers factions, who are in a 
continual conspiracy against God, and the king, and their neighbors : for 
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as these different orders subsist and enrich themselves merely by the idola- 
tary, superstition, and ignorance of the people, they foment it as much as 
they can, and engage in the interests and designs of the Court of Rome, - 
to favour the same against the King and the State : and every one of these 
orders hate and despise one another, | oth out of a principle of envy, and 
beeause they know onc another at bottom; and then their devotionists, 
who are joined to their fraternities, espouse all their passions, quarrels, and 
interests. 

These monks do likewise persuade abundance of silly women of quality, 
and others, to eater theit very sucking infants into their fraternities, mso- 
much, that sometimes we shall see these poor httle creatures, muffled up 
in a monk’s hood and cassuck, by which the order lose nothing. 

3. Indulgencies.— Another method made use of by the ecclesiastics, to 
catch the wealth and substance of the people, is thei indulgencies, which 
they obtain of the Pope from time to time, for some churches or monaste- 
ries, which whosoever visits during such a number of days, shall infallibly 
receive a pardon of all their sins, provided they give bountifully to the said 


church or monastery; for that is always to be understood. 
To be continued. 
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Free Press Association.—A scientific lecture will be delivered in the 
Temple of Arts, William-street, on Sunday (to-morrow) the 30th March, at 
11 o’clock forenoon. 


In the afternoon, the theological lectures will be continued, at 3 o’clock. 
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